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KAMBALDA AQUATIC CENTRE 
Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [12.56 pm]: Greetings, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
Kambalda is a mining town in my electorate of Kalgoorlie, located 52 kilometres from Kalgoorlie–Boulder and with 
a population of just over 2 500. On 31 March 2018, Kambalda’s Aquatic Centre was forced to close due to a lack 
of maintenance and repair. The aquatic centre consists of a 50-metre pool, toddlers’ pool, shaded grass areas, kiosk, 
change rooms and a slide, all of which has been left abandoned since this closure, with the loss of four full-time 
positions that were needed to operate the centre. 
The closure has had a devastating impact on the town. Kambalda reaches in excess of 44 degrees in summer, and 
needs adequate recreational swimming facilities for the youth, elderly and other members of the community. 
Kambalda has an amateur swimming club that has been ongoing for nearly 50 years. That club no longer has 
a local pool. Since the closure of the aquatic centre, Kambalda has become at times a ghost town, with locals 
travelling to either Kalgoorlie–Boulder or Coolgardie for pool access. 
As the local member, I am taking action. I am conducting community meetings as we ramp up our campaign. 
I have started an online petition to gather local support. It has already gathered over 1 000 signatures in 48 hours. 
This is no mean feat for a small regional town. 
I strongly urge the state government not to forget about Kambalda and provide the funding to reopen the aquatic 
centre. Millions of Australians swim for fun and fitness every week in our swimming pools. The people in 
Kambalda deserve the opportunity to do the same. 
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